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AMERICAN CONSUMER CREDIT COUNSELING EMPLOYEES AWARDED GRANT TO ATTEND 2011 NATIONAL FAMILY ECONOMICS & FINANCIAL EDUCATION TRAINING

Matt Paradise and Julie Soforenko to participate in training aimed at building their expertise in money management curriculum to educate young adults
(Boston, MA) –March 18, 2011- American Consumer Credit Counseling (ACCC) announced today that Matt Paradise and Julie Soforenko have been awarded grants to attend a training program conducted by the Family Economics and Financial Education Training (FEFE) project in conjunction with the University of Arizona and Take Charge America Institute. Paradise and Soforenko were two of the 130 applicants chosen, out of hundreds, who will participate in the program in Tucson, AZ.
“Educating students in the community about money management will benefit them greatly over the course of their life,” said Steve Trumble, President and CEO of ACCC. “This is an excellent opportunity for Julie and Matt to expand their financial knowledge and learn from the best educators in youth financial education.”

The four day conference will train participants to teach the “Take Charge of Your Finances” curriculum, which aims to educate schools and communities on strategies for raising the personal financial capabilities of young adults. The activity-based lessons are based on cutting-edge research, and training sessions are conducted through an active learning approach. In addition, participants will be provided with all of the necessary materials to teach these valuable seminars once they return home.  FEFE provides educators nationwide with free classroom materials, grants and other materials that enable them to incorporate money management lessons into their classrooms. 

Paradise is the Community Outreach Team Lead and Trainer for ACCC, and has been with the company for eleven years. He works with the education and development team to train workshop coordinators to raise financial awareness through community workshops. Paradise has also developed the curriculum used in ACCC’s financial literacy workshops across the Northeast. An Accredited Credit Counselor, Paradise also is a Certified Educator in Personal Finance and a Certified Identity Theft Risk Management specialist. 

Soforenko joined the ACCC team in 2009 and is responsible for creating and maintaining organizational partnerships that comprise the platform for bringing financial education to consumers. Soforenko presents ACCC’s seminars to a wide variety of audiences throughout the community, including corporate employees, elders, ESL learners, and youth. She is a Certified Personal Finance Counselor and a Certified Educator in Personal Finance. 
About American Consumer Credit Counseling
American Consumer Credit Counseling (ACCC) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to empowering consumers to achieve financial health through education, counseling, and debt management. ACCC provides individuals with practical solutions for solving financial problems and recognizes that consumers’ financial difficulties are often not the result of poor spending habits, but more frequently from extenuating circumstances beyond their control. As one of the nation’s leading providers of financial education and credit counseling services, ACCC works with consumers to help them with the best plan of action to reduce their debt and regain financial stability. ACCC is accredited by the Better Business Bureau and holds an A+ rating. It is also a member of the Association of Independent Consumer Credit Counseling Agencies. For more information or to access free financial education resources log on to ConsumerCredit.com or visit TalkingCentsBlog.com.
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